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Bart Boling joins SMART Financial as COO 
Pawn industry veteran will lead the company’s rapid growth 

 
ORLANDO, Fla. – SMART Financial, an Orlando-based financial services and retail company, 
announced that Bart Boling has joined the company as its chief operating officer. Boling was 
most recently CEO of HuntCo Enterprises and brings nearly 40 years’ experience in the pawn 
industry to SMART. 
 
SMART currently owns and operates 87 stores across the United States and Canada, and 
Boling will assist the company as it continues to acquire more brands throughout the region. 
SMART acquired these stores just 33 months after John Thedford, Ernst & Young’s 2019 
Florida Entrepreneur of the Year in its financial services category, founded the company. 
 
SMART recently acquired 19 new stores in Illinois, Iowa and Texas and is the third-largest pawn 
store chain in North America based on total number of locations, according to Thedford.  
 
“We are excited for Bart to bring his decades of retail and pawn industry experience to our team 
as we continue to grow at a record pace,” Thedford said. “This significant addition to our 
executive team is part of our company’s core values whereby we selectively add world-class 
team members, paying them competitive salaries and contributing to the communities we serve 
by providing a resource for those without a banking relationship.” 
 
SMART Financial Enterprises offers non-recourse, fully collateralized pawn loans and a wide 
variety of retail merchandise. The company’s philosophy and practice of focusing on recruiting, 
training and incenting first-class talent is one of its key differentiators within the industry. SMART 
Financial operates stores in Arizona, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, North Carolina, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Virginia, and three Canadian provinces. The company 
employs 600 team members across North America. Visit smartfinancialent.com to learn more. 
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